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commune convened to discuss his conduct. The tribulations that he
faced in the years that followed while he successively functioned as a
full time member, became a part timer, lapsed into inactive status,
and returned to full time work are described in the present work. Ulti-
mately, several years later, he resolved the vexed issue by working
out a comprehensive code of action for his own guidance in the
future. He decided, among other things, that he would not ever again
be a "professional Communist" or even be a "party politician."-
His own appraisal of political developments at the national and
state levels, and the imperatives posed by his literary work, inexorably
pushed him to such a course. The first aspect may be dealt with here
rather briefly since Jayakanthan describes it at length in the present
work. We may follow it up with a more extended examination of the
second aspect.
While all during those years Jayakanthan never wavered in his
faith that the Communist Party should be the vanguard of the
movement towards socialism in India, he also came to believe that it
could serve that objective by supporting the progressive and "leftist"
policies of Prime Minister Nehru, and the Congress Party. He
had continued to respect the heritage of the Congress Party and he
had felt drawn towards Nehru. He was deeply impressed when he
saw and heard Nehru for the first and only time at the Avadi session
of the Congress Party. In the context of what he regarded as the
growing menace of the Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam in Madras,
he felt that it was wrong for the Communist Party to remain stagnant
and fail to launch an effort in support of Nehru and against the DMK.
In the second general elections of 1957, when he was old enough
to exercise his franchise for the first time, Jayakanthan voted in his
constituency for the Congress candidate who was opposed by a
candidate belonging to the DMK. He writes:
I would, of course, have liked to vote for the candidate of the
Communist Party. But no Communist contested the election in
my constituency.
I felt that since the Indian electoral system did not provide an
opportunity to make my vote count in exactly the manner I desired,
I had to assume responsibility for deciding on the candidate that
I should vote for among the contestants----Only the Congress
had candidates all over the country. That Party had a splendid
historical background. Eyen though it had numerous flaws, it